CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

I wish to quote from King ^Ethelbert's Dooms, from which I have
arranged injuries according to the amount of compensation to be
paid: 14

1 shilling! bruise, nail off, back molar

3  shillings: rib broken, exposure of bone, first molar, thumb nail

off, smallest disfigurement of face, ear pierced

4  shillings: injury of bone, middle finger struck off, eye-tooth

6 shillings: arm broken, coDar bone broken, ring finger struck off,
front tooth, stabbing through arm, ear mutilated, nose
pierced, greater disfigurement of face

8  shillings: forefinger off

9  shillings; nose pierced

10  shillings: great toe cut off

11  shillings! little finger struck off

12  shillings! thigh broken, belly wounded, ear struck off, speech

injured, mouth or eye injured
20 shillings! chin-bone broken, thumb struck off, belly pierced

through

25 shillings: one ear struck off, other hears not
30 shillings! shoulder lamed
50 shillings! foot cut off, eye struck out

The principle that an individual who had suffered an injury
could bring suit for damage against the guilty person and thus re-
cover for the tort was generally accepted throughout the cen-
turies. It had its foundation in Roman law as well as in common
law. The question became increasingly acute in the 19th century
with the development of industry. As we discussed in a previous
chapter, the new mode of industrial production made work in-
finitely more hazardous than in the past. Industrial accidents and
occupational diseases increased considerably, and the question
arose whether and under what conditions an injured workman
could claim compensation from his employer.

The history of legislation on employers' liability and workmen's
compensation is very interesting in that it reflects the political and
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